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Admiral Masserz had voiced his displeasure to our Embassy through one

of his officers, that the Under Secretary had not requested an appointment

to see him. The appointment was rot requested, however, unti) President
Videla indicated that calls on the Navy and Air Force Junta members, as
well as the Supreme Court, would be des1rab1e

The conversaticn lasted approx1mate1y 30 minutes. The Admiral was
dressed impeccably in a blue-pin stripe, tailored suit. He did not
require interpreting from English to Spanish but preferred to speak 1n
Spanfish during the formal part of the conversation.

_The Under Secretary explained the purpose of his mlssion' to Yook into

excesses that sometimes come with war. Given the special consciousness
about human rights in the United States, it is difficult to justify before
Congress actions we wight Tike to take. We want to see whether future
developments will enable us to go forward with programs. We have notad
Christmas releases, the Deutsch and Timerman actions, as well as things
like the ratification of Tlatelolco. We cannot exp!a)n in Hashington,
however; -the question of -detainees.- The Minister of .Interior has.urged _
humare treatment of prisoners, and disappearances and torture have been
reduced. But I have impression, Mr. Newsom continued, that there are
1200 to 1500 persons under detention wio way te either released or held
without trial. This latter situation 1s hard to explain. Mr. Newsom
requested the Admiral's view on how the situation may evolve, whether
there would be an early resolutien of cases, an early lifting of the
.atate of siege or ather actions which might be viewed positive]y in the
U.ited States. -

aer rams 7t

e NTINA 00000044) jremainnied o O FADRC
AIGE PROJECT (s2 Cot. B - Teomsencd 1o C/FADRC

;J{.S. DEP';;. gl’ Eﬁﬁ. A/RPS/TPS — with 3iftizral gocwes
Margaret F. Grateld, Director . emniistlee by S/28
wmm { YExcise ¢ ) Deny . ) Cot, C - Caplion and susfody

- Exemption(s) SIIEAR 31 D gy maned I

 Declassify: ( YInPan ())In Pull ' 3 . g
{ )Classifyas __ ( }Exendas__ ( ) Downgradeto_ %"W by % 4
Date Declassify on Dase: %ﬁf

= ISR TRE

the future. He mentioned the diffizulties Argentina experienced, fncluding
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- Agmiral Massera replied that he is taking action in the Junta to -

" press for a3 Yist of the dead, which would 30 far in resolving the fate
of many disappeared persons. He al:s¢ s;ald that he believes the smal}
rumber of political detainees--persons Tike Mrc. Peron or prominant labor .
and political figures from the last regime--should be freed. He sald he
opposed some form of "revolutionary justice” for thase figures, '
Massera said.that he favors a return to peace and feels that the Junta
should leave a clean slate before it retires from power in March 1979.

Massera comnplaired that he has problems with Polish and Russian ships

in Argentine territorial waters, yet he cannct obtain ammunition from
the United States to adequately secure Argentina's waters. He joked that
he has nu intention of using the ammunition against Chile.

The Navy Commander then tur-ed to the politics of nationalism. He stated
that it ic not easy for Argen*ina to continue siding with the United
States when junior officers rescot American accions. It would be very
gasy to turn the man in the street. against the United States, Massera
warned, recaliing Juan Peron's 1946 s.-cessful electoral campaign

against US Ambassador Braden, who publicly attacked Peron.
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Mr. Newsom said that it is difficult at times to recancile political
circumstances in one country with political circumstances in another.

We have to explain our actions to members of our Congress such as

Senator Kennedy, Representative Fraser, and many others. Sometimes the
Executive's credibility s not greater than that of outsiders. The

United States is not asking any other government to take measures

detrimental to its position. He said his effort is to identify areas

07 Ul concern ang ask wnat ufie van expect. There is much positive and

some problems, the Under Secretary commented: Mr. Newsom-satd-that—- - ——— —
he could rot predict the effect of his report but he hoped to be fair -
and objective.

2300

|

7800

In parting, the Under Secretary acknowledged the long association between
the United States and Argentina, the threats we Zoth face, and the
importance of Argentina‘s geographic position. But we have a problem

in fitting together two different percpectives, Mr. Newsom concluded.
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