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Junta!s. Moderate Line in Dcubt
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l, Summary. Because of increa.s:mg daubts concerning modera.‘be

line or:.gma.lILv professed by Junta ma.jor pol:.tica.‘l. pa.rt:.es

and trade unions are rea.ssesszl.ng the:u' posztlons. T.heu' ma,]or

complaint is that m:.li@a.ry government is no‘b I‘_emaiui.ng within

law as promised; rather, it is making w:.despread arrests and

has intervened unicns. which it had prom:.sed it would not

touch. Most observers agree that Videla is well intentioned ‘

but has not been able--or has not yet chosen--bo assert his :

w

Thus, individual commanders and interventdrs a.reﬁ

P

‘authority.

doing pretty much as they please, There is still hope tha.‘h g

Ir not, situation could beg:l.n to deteriorate rapidly Enﬂ
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[ 2, I.ea.d:mg antiverticalista Peronists have in.formed us during 1

T
;

the past week that they are very much dlsturbed by duectlon
events are taking a.nd are putting in cold stora.ge a.ny pla.ns to A
_ coopez_-g.te w_:.th gov‘b. Document entltled summary of s:LtuatiQn
now being circulated among Percnists points to a.rbltrm
arresjirs-,, intewenti;:n of unions and- unhappiness with econcmic
program as ma;;or causes of the:cr cencern., . As one Peronist
leader described situat:.on: ;uote. Mn.lltary promised us ‘bha.t
although t.hose gu:l.lty of flagra.nt corruption or a.buse -af power
wculd 'be punished, there would be no massive arrests nor 7
vengeance against Peronists a.;“:'ter coup. For first two or
three-weeks they seemed to be living up 1:6 proinisés. | Siﬁce _'
then, however, number of thoée detained has increased drasti- |
cally. | Many are being picked up 'on suspicicn' and heing
held incommnicado with no idea as to charges, if any, against
them. We had been told that only a few hundred would be
arrested, but according to our estimates over 4,000 are now
being héld and pumber is growing dailyf. Unless govt shifts
back to moderate line s';oon, we will have no cheice but ’to go
into oppcsition. Close Quote, |
3. UCR sees situation in much the same terms as the Peronlsts.;; '
One lead:.ng UCR official commented 'ho us last week that-U;'}R
hasg mpress:mn there is no strong central authority or lme;
rather, each commander and interventor of municipality is

doing as he wishes. In some cases, this has led to closure
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T or UCR headqua.rters a.nd arrest of a number of Radicales. -l -

Additionally, three branches of service see.m to be operat:.ng
almost independently of one another. Navy is arrestmg

people without telling Army, and vice versa. Result is

extremely confused and arbitra.i-y environment in which many

are beg:ummg to wonder if in fa.ct they have any protect:.on

'under*the law. - - _. - -

4. Were it only Peronists, Ra.d::.cales and other pol:.t:.cians
e.xpress:mg concern, Embassy would ta.ke compla.mts uth-
reservat:.ons, for while smcez-e, they are not ob,]ect:we
observers. We are getting similar report's, however, from

ma.ny and disparate sources, including some within govern-

ment. American newsmen are plcklng up same kinds of reports,
thus, unless some rectifications are made soon, Junta may

begln to receive bad press abroad. . .- L 5
5-. Neither Peronists nor Radicales are accusing Videla . o

himseif of bad faith; rather, they believe problems result

from his failure to control the hardliners. This tends to

* .

coincide with Embassy's own analysis. We note, for example,. .

that despite his explicit orders (see ref A), Videla has
been unakle to produce a comprehensive i_ist of ,.th_ose cietained.f’j.?_'
Source very close to presidency tells us Army Corps Coma.nd--

‘ers have already provided Videla with lists of detainees in

their zones of jurisdiction (whether lists are accurate and

comprehensive is another matter). Hold up, source added, is

L ~ e
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that Navy has so far fa.iled to provide roster of those held
aboard ships in hﬂ.rbor, and since this mcludes many of most
prominent mem‘bers of last'gcv-t, camprehensive list cannot be.
J.ssued without it. : _ | (

6. Source a.dm:.tted this reflected troubles Videla is having |
with. Admu'a.l Massera. There is ev:.dence to support this
beyond fa.ct tha.t Navy is dragg:l.ng -its feet on giving V_Idela,
list he wa.nts. For example, _several da.ys ago Navy arrested
che of Vn.dela.‘s civilian polit:n.ca.l a.dv:Lsors and held him
a.boa.rd prlson ship. Videla ba.d to send Intericr Minister
Harguindeguy to effect advisor's release, iseré.,‘s mobtives
in a.ll this are not clear. Some believe he wants to be
President himself, Em'ba.-ssy ;l:ends to discount this, -hoyrever,.
if only becaﬁse we believe Massera is smart enough to. know
Army not likely to accept {or accept for long at any rate)
ﬁavy .nan as Chief of State. It seems more likely to us . .that
in effort to please officers under h::Lm who tend to be more
hard line across the board than officers in other services

and with whom he has been having his share of trouble, Massera .

may be swinging away from moderate line he once espoused and

is taking course which may eventually pit . him against Videla. T

7. Part of the problem, too, may reside in awkward Junta-
Presidency structure. Argentines are accustomed to concept
of strong Presidency. Collegiate command, even in form of a

Junta, throws them off stride. They therefore look to Videla _]
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[ for leadership but on Junta it 1sMa.ssera. who is most politi- 1
cally astute (few would argue with tha.tj This produceé in
public eye somethmg of a dya.rchlc image, or a confusicn :
between wha.t they th:mk V:Ldela should be a.nd what M.a.ssera ':. . SRR
actua.]ly is. . .
8. As indicated in ref B, fend:u:g off hardli_uers and main-
ta.m:.ng institutional cohes:.on‘ﬁere la.kely to be V:LdelaJ

most-difficult tasks. This :|.n.deed is turm.ng out to be the

cé.se. Alrea.dy, a.rb:.tra.ry arrests and fa.ilure to produf:e a

list of those detained are causing demage to Junta's image.

ry
g

s
P
- pal

o

PR ERP and Montoneros are doubtless delighted with this turn of

eventé. As they see it, the more repressive the govt, the
more likely it is that they c;a.n gain some popular sﬁpbort
and expand their activities, And, of course, best thing
possible for them would be to see military beginning ‘bé
f:';ght .among themselves.

g. Comment: In sum, what started off so well now seems in
danger of going sour. If Videlas and moderates behind him '
do not assert themselves soon, it may be 'too late. ’.[hs;t
Videla has let things drift for past two weeks or so is’ _
puzzling, as he would appear to have the strengthfand"ba;‘cking S
tp_ Vi.m_pc_ase his will if he so chose. Hardline co_ri:s éommaﬁders
such &s Geﬁerals Menendez and Disz Be'ssbne have not.mcﬁréd ;

against him, 8o far, he has simply failed to assert himself. . -

L One ‘theory is that he is decent man and professional soldier _l
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™ with no instinet or drive for power, - Another (espoused by B}

source in para five) is that Videla is not'ﬂEEE}.rather,“he‘
is biding his time and at appropriate moment will assert

himself. Still another ﬁheony is that in order to majﬁﬁaiﬁ'i

institutional cohesion, Videla must bend to hard 1ine--i{e.;
if he tried to impose his own moderate policies across the

boaf&%fArmed Forces would begfh tesplit wide open. .
o = . . - -

10.-" Whatever his motives, falct_ is that Videla has not come
to grips with situation and stopped drift toward harder line.
Ip-ﬁmﬁassy's Judgement., unle;; he or someone else doés, -
Junta will soon face serious‘difficulties both_af home and
ebrosd--abroad, because hardliners will give Little attention
to human rights and will create same sort of situation faced
by Chilean Junta; at home, because hardliners will alienate .
major sectors and create kind of conditions under which
ieftist]extremists may pick up support and have some chance

of making bid for power.
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