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1. Entire text — JLE Pk (Y977 j’p‘
(/. I/ZZ‘ Af}
2. INTRODUCTIOR AND SUMMARY: Thg 1978 human rights balance dheet -x/\
' V'W ] v
for Argentina is as usual mixed There have been no“figjor shivt
) <\~ \,

during the year in the government's anti-subversion campaign.

% o \= o Maintaining internal political equilibrium within the Armed Serwces ‘u“
. 3 ‘ ,
3 gg § and preparing for the Beagle Channel confrontation with Cnile
- 5 t
g‘g%éj\ ;E:g absorbed the government leadership's attention throughout the
= w~ = [ and
= ‘o‘“S oS @ [lyear,/resulted in "immovilibismo” in all other policy areas
Eyiesd .
2Ey : & ||including anti-subversion. b SLILALE Yoy
€5 ﬁgva 3. A catalogue of the human rights highlights of 1978 shows a
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balancing (&5 usuzt; ¢ ths good news by the bac. This, we see,
as a result of EFwFerdIREIVASIEPSINERINEENS the Argentine
military icadership's failure to face the question of the scope
and direction of the anti-subversive program. Durinc 1978,

the division cver the issue became more open. “The hardliners"

strontly oz izve that to ensure the future success of the

National f:- ::z=ization Program the ideolocical roots of sub-
version muiT ¢ eracicated. This has become & public theme

in the speecres of Generals Suarez Masorn, Menenaez, Riveros, Ojeda

and Admiral Chamarro. On the other hand, “the firm liners"

believe that with the defeat of armed terrorism in Argentina,

it is necessary to bring the "repressive forces" under the
control of tgn central government and use these forces selectively
as a policy 1nstrqnent There appearﬂ to be no "soft liners" ‘
within the GOA who advocate the closing down of tnef}ii;§&fr:?\
anti-subversive operationS and returning the wain*enance of law and
- order to the police and judicial systemé{?ihere is 11tt]e * 4
#& Taith in either of these institutions. The events of 1978
refiect the tensions between the contnast}ng policy lines of
expanding operations against new ideological targets and jimit-
ing operations to selected targets. The d1spar1ty between
the faiZcTing human rights advances anéhzng'ent1ﬂ;LgJers1ve
events of 1978 areﬁnan1festat1ona of these two opposing policy views.,
AR, RRLLSNKNERY |
L | ]
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Anti-subversive operations in 1978 continued to roTIov STARGEY

(@l

clandestine operating procedures--abduction, interrogziion,
torture, followed by a decision to either release, detair,
or eliminate the individual. The reduction in the number of

-

c1sappearances reported to tne ~Wbassy which began in r-o-"G7

~1

cont1nued through ]978 ' There was a Bo drop in the =m0

average of cases Tfor the last half of 1977 (81 cases p=- = in,
compared with the first half of 1978 (53 cases per montrn .. Tne
deciine in disappearances {and operations) we believe is cue 10

better security force intelligence and targeting efforts,

scarcity of targets after two years of wide-scale repression,

and the shift in the last half of 1578 of military and poiice.
to Beacle-

personnel from anti-subversive duties xox/the/war preparations,

WIS R

4. 1978 saw a shift towerds softer ideelogical targets as

the few hundred remaining Montonero and ERP terrorists and

their supporters became harder and harder to find. In early

1978, operations continued to be run against Peronist student and

youth activists, Uruguayan refugees who had been active in left-

wing labor organizations. Later in the year operations were

directed égainst the leadership and activists of a number of

Partido Comunista Argentina (PCA).splinter parties. Operations

were reported against the Partido Comunista Revolucionario

L__(PCR)—-xud Maoist and Chiﬁese_Comunist—backed party; Partido __J

SSEE)
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Comuniste Mzv. irzz-_eninistz--g micro persasnal party; Partido

Socialista Trabzjedora (PST)--a Second Intern 1onal ideological

» -~ offshoot. At midyear, operafwons began against former Teftist
university student leaders, who attended the University of

La Plete oprior to 1976. In December, @pezydizsuisscradixinivyx

rsnzo.c T & omejor operation was conductec against seventy former
memb:=: :< a Christian socialist youth group called Casa de la
Juver” o1, Frofesbionals--teachers, lawyers and newspapermen
with T£77ist or Peronist connections--were sporadically

targsitec during the year, A few cases of human rights activists,
labor ieasers,
/and Partide Comunista Argentina members were reported, but

these individuals were generally released or placed under PEN.

5. In mic-1978, we began to receive ¥E& reports of the re-

appearance of long term detainees who had been held for over

retum

three months. The most significant/was the aditor of an interior

paper who had been held for over a year. Other reports were

received of persons reappearing who had been m1551ng for over
fourteen

two years. The Embassy received/long term reappearance reports

during the last half of 1978. These reappearances--although

_ many of

: few in number--fueled the expectations of/the families of

desaparecidos that their relatives were still alive and being

! held clandestinely.

6. The Embassy also receiveq throughout the year a stream of

grizzly stories of the appearance of cadavers. The most

L__ significant were reports at the beginning and the end of __J
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1978 totaling about 80 bodies washing ashore on Atlantic

PR PERN

kezgh resort beaches,
?Béhééié;ﬂééﬁt's right of option program promulgated undér
Public Law 21,650 in late 1977, operated throughouf the vear
Poder Ejecutivo Nacional {PEIN)

with small effect. Four percent of the/REK prisoner
popuiétion was granted the right of option (98 per:z - cor
expelled from Argbntina (41 cases) during 1978, Tn:
Ministry of Interior blames the Fresidential Advisory Zzuncil
created by the law for blocking "many good option cases" and

the Council blames the Army Corps &xGexxzmdaxs Commands.

€. During ?978, 943 detainees had their PEN status

removed, Although there is only case information, we and other
human rights observers believe that the great-majorify of these
change of status cases were not released from jail but had
their PEN decrees removed and continued to be held 5w under
mititary or criminal court decrees.

8. The year.began well as the government published the names
and locations of most of its Poder Ejecutivo Nacional prisoners.
However, a major policy change took place in mid-1978 when

the government began placing the majority of its new detainees

under the jurisdiction of the military courts instead of the
were

_PEN. In the last half of 1978, only 43 individuals/placed

L

at the dispesition of the executive power; whi]e in the

first half of the year, 291 persons were placed under PEN . __J

ll

|
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& were tWo advantages to the GOA in this new procedure.

th

rirst, PEN statistics improve. Secondly, military proceedings

and trﬁ]s-are secret; there is no judicial or public accountability
regarding the process%ng of prisoners held at the disposition

of military authorities. The only information available comes

from fami]y reports. The government's policy is an effort

to re;§1ve the PEN probiem through bookkeeping--no néwrpolitical
prisoners being pTaced under PEN (some economic prisoners are),

old PEN prisoners being charged by military and civil courts

and dropped from PEN. In 1978, this resulted in & drop of

748 persons being held under PEN, but only a small number

being actually freed.

10. Governmental Attitudes -—--e-e-mecccmmmc e
ThroUQBSLE—5§352-EB;"A?§;851ne leadership publicly défended |
itself from attacks about its anti-subversive record with
iistifications ranging from labeling the charges as

"an anti-Argentine campaign", a necessary "dirty war" to combat
Communist terrorism. The large number of reported dis~
appearances were explained as by murders committed by

terrorists, persons filing false reports before going under-
ground, inability to identify corpses and some "excesses"

by government operatives.

11. 1978 saw the first instances of the firm liners willing

to deal privately on human rights issues. Most significant

L—_was the October Videla-Mondale discussion in Rome __J

il
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at which US willingness to review its poilicy of csnying

]

EXIM loans to Argentina and the Argentine £ covarnment's
willingness to accept an invitation by the Inter-fmesrican
Commission 6n Human Richts were recipeec@lly discussed, anz later
agreed to by the US and Rg Argentine governments. ,
Navy Junta member Massera engineered the release of &1i
French single national prisoners from Argentine *-rziuding
those serving criminal sentences) as a “sw2etern: “»v
France's immediat% delivery of two missile shir:.
Spanish authorities received promiseg that the mzio-ity
of Spanish nationals would be freed after the Sparish
king's and queen's visit to Argentina. This reportedly
B2x helped overcome Spanish pariiamentary opposition
to the visit.
12. US and international pressures led to some moveﬁent on
high visibility detainee cases. The Deutsch family and
Guillermo Jﬁéé]effweféigéleaﬁed, “La Opinion" publisher,

- Jacobo Timerman was transferred to house arrest. The -

International Red Cross was allowed to cohtinue its

program of prison visits thorughout Argentina.

e

- . \.,-\ oo - {
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"8 human Rights Highlights---------------------------

o e e A i e - e e A

over the disappearances of thirteen members and
supporters of the Placa de Mayo Mothers' Group includ-

Firet
ing two French nuns. Army/Corps announced that the nuns

were Seing held by the Montoneros.

*% Embassy made high level demarches‘regarding these
{COMCENTER: NEW SUB PARA) --

disappearances. / The UNHCR reported that seven

Uruguayans residing in Argentina had disappeared in

January. These Uruguayans along with 15 others taken

in 1977, were reportediz held in a clandestine detention

facility outside of Buenos Aires.

-- January 18 -- International Federation for.the

Rights of Man delegation headed by retired French Admiral

Saguinetti and New Yotk State Judge John Carro met

with Argentine officials on human rights xs situation.

A e W o me

-- On February 8, the Ministry of Interior released

the names of the Executive {PEN)} Prisoners being held

at the federal priéon at Villa Devoto. 1In the following
weeks the Ministry announced 3,178 names of PEN prisoners

held at twenty federal and provincial prisons. A few

hundred prisoner names were not listed due to
oversight."

L“_administrative/mmxsi)dghxmk Action taken 1in compliance_]

i
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| with GOA Christmas promise.
-- Four PEN prisoners were released from La Platz
Prison at midnight on February 3 and disappearec.

-- Inter-American Commission on Human Rights ({(IACHR)

privately requests permission to visit Argentina =t¢
investigate human rights compleints.
-- March -- Major Events ------vo--c---ommmmoomaon - -

-- Four Vietnamdse boat people allowed to enter

Argentina as a humanitarian gesture.
-- RaZlway and subway workers strike settled after unichn

then
leaders disappear and /reappear.

-- National Academy of Science delegation fails tc get
concrete signals from GCA to allow Actademy to suppor:
US members' participation in October Cancer Congress.
-- Press reports 35 to 40 bocies wash ashore near mouth
of Rio de La Plata.

,~- 51x Inner Religious sect members arrested in
Resistencia.

-- CAFHisect members arrested in Cordoba.

-- International Union of Lawyers (UIA) delegation
postpones-visit to Argentina due to organizational
difficulties.

- -- Buenos Aire#‘province orders teachers to insist that

all school children salute flag and sing national

é anthem. Major round up of Jehovah's Witnesses c:c::néiuc:i:ef-l

.: L
N —

SORM s 13(He
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“zndro Desutsch released from PEN detention 1in

i

1

+
bt
m

*

Ccrdcpa.
-- Gevernmental leadership changes as Videla vacates
Arrmy CINC post but remains as FPresident.

-- Or. the night of March 20, izbor lawyver, Juan Carlos
ig and immediately
Tzchi,/released from Lz Plata Prison/ Ievxesxabducted
~2th his wife 2ROEEOOmyydvemyx Wife released quickly

is ‘

sreniohekyy but his body/ found three days later.

sends
~- Catholic Bishops Conference/ sexs private letter to
Fresident Videla complaining of human rights violations
ana ''excesses” committed by security forces. Letter
provokes _ ..

Mookosedksharp respense frem President Videla for
church's characterization of PEN detainees as political
prisoners.

-~ Army launches operation on March 26 (Easter Sunday)

. against Partido Comunista Revolucionario medical pro-
ject 1n Buenos Aires workers' barrio. Twenty-four
PCR members and barrio leaders reported held and
tortured at the Tablada Military Base. Two reportedly

die from interrogation injuries. Thirteen others re-

appear in October under PEN, othem released.

L—oral demarche to Argentine Ambassador in Copenhagen

|
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expressing European Community's concern for iis
citizens who have disappeared or who are detainec

makes
~without charges. Danish Ambassador X%/ simiiar

demarche to Western European Foreign Ministry 0ffice
Director.

-- On April 17 "La Opinion'" publisher, Jacobo T:-=zrman,
transferred to house arvest.

-- Ninety-eight’jehovah's Witnesses arrested i:r _.
separate operations in mid-March and April.

-- In late April, escaped Navy Mechanics School trusty,

distributes :
Horacio Maggio, #fiskxihkxxef Aetter alleging that

™

number of important desaparecidos, including the
French nuns, were held at the Navy Mechanics Schoel

interrogation facility,.

-- On May 53, Interior Minister Harguindeguy lecturef
-National Police Congress that Argentine police forces
have used speciél;nmrgency procedures to eradicate

-all subversion xnﬂ;ﬁow must resume normal police‘
tasks and procedures.

-- May 17 -- Three human rights organizations publish
names of 2,507 disappeareds in "La Prensa."

-~ May 24-25 -- Under Secretary Newsom visits Buenos

Aires.

| - Foreign Ministry Ef&53x rejects ICEM participation HJ

Cilassilication
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-- Swedish Foreign Minister made strong oral demarche
tc Argentine Ambassador in Stockholm regarding the
numan Tights situstion ir Argentina and with emphasis

on abduction of 'Swedish citizen Dagmar Heglin.

-- World Cup Football Championships; Argentina wins.
orders

-~ Ministry of Interior »x¥%¥¥¥/prison officials not
tc release PEN prisoners after 6:00 pm.

_ Teceives first

-- Embassy/yegeixef Teappearance reports of four long
tine ''desaparecidos.”

-- June 16 -- Human rights and labor leader Alfredo
Bravo released from PEN detention and placed on conditional
.liberty,.

-- Embassy informed of new Argentine Army policy to
transfer officers involved in abuses in counter-
subversive campaign to strictly military assignments.
-- On June 22, Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo verbally
harassed in what appeared to be a staged counter-

demonstration for newsmen covering World Cup Soccer

matches.

L;- Admilral Massera shows Embassy exchange of letters _J

IJ
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! with President Videle in whickhk Massera TEec the ZvT:l
forces to publish available information regarcing '‘rerscns

who have died in confrontation with anti-subversive

forces.'" Navy plan later leaked and publicly reisctiec
by Videla.

-- Argentine government reacted with displez-.re to
Presdent Cartef's June 21 OAS speech.

-- GOA officials began study of the effects ..  imdhirev-

Kennedy amendment on cutting off military sclzs zn:

fl.

training.

round ur
-- Large-scale xmwhixsxbrersy vexcpenacbomss repcried in
to find/who )
La Plata wmpaixsxkt/ persons/beizxenedtoxtemex interiered

with World Cup TV broadcast.

-- Argentine press compialns about US p011C) 0 restrict-
ing official financial credits to Argentina.
“-- Deéision leaked that General Videla had z@sEmrchosen
General Viola to succeed him in the Juﬁta as Armyv CINC;
Navy Junta member Massera reported to be planning to

i retire akmxx around September; and Ailr Force Junta

i member Agosti reported to retire in early 1979.

-- State Department's veto of EXIM issuance of letter

of interest te Alice Chalmers to supply turbines for

i Yacyreta Hydroelectric Project draws extensive criticism

| from GOA officials and the press. | ]

il - y

{
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- Erbassy receives

srxCrrxsXBEEYEERLES, ' Teport that about 90% of PEN
BAVE

rrisoners /XEEEYFIERERNEXELENTREENENEYYXKAY been

tecrrured during their interrogation.

-- Argentine government officials refer to existence

I "non-recognized prisoners'" being held at the dis-

'

csition of military authorities (DAM's). FRERXEXXER
EXXK&E&XEEX%XEEE&EEEEEE%XEK%XEXﬁEﬁXiEEEgﬁiﬁﬁKX?iiﬁbi'fk‘
IESCEREEER— 7

-- GOA gquiries Embassy regarding implementation
details ofxXKergegyxx Humphrey-Kennedy amendment.

-- July 20 -- Supreme Court finds no basis for executive

detentilon of '"La Opinion" publisher, Jacobo Timerman.
-- GOA begins transfer of senior Peronist Acta
Institucional prisoners to house arrest and parole

status.

.--"August 1 -- Navy Chief of Staff Lambruscini's
apartment bombed, killing his 15 year old daughter
and two others. Strong reaction throughout Argentina.
-- August 2 -- Foreign Minister presents a note to
Ambassador Castro protesting "US press communique"
relating to EXIM Bank decision. Following day Foreign
Minister described relations with the United States
as "normal, but not optimal' to the press.

| -- August 10 -- Foreign Ministry expressed its N

OPTION m
{F erty FS-413(H);
Janis -7}
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indignation regarding Assistant Secretary Teriin’

ty

)
H
1

testimony to House Inter-American Affairs Subccamitzee

f

that Argentine government 1s guilty of svsiemetic

torture of political prisoners and summary exeCuticns.

[N

-- Argentine Navy cescides not to partcipate

exercises.

-- Jehovah's Witnesses launch a worldwide 1:::

and letter writing campaign against religiou

Fer

intolerance 1n Argentine.

-- Argentine Spanish language press begins giving

increased coVerage to disappearances, especially

of professionals, students and businessmen.

-- Army Teportedly 1ssues Strict operating gﬁide-

lines for the anti-subversion campaign stopping

"independent"'operatiéns ané¢ requiring the non-

teyrorist subversives are to be handled withip-the

bounds of the law.

—-”Grandmotﬁers'” group launches campaign over the fate
disappeared

of children born to their/pregnant daughters.XEsapprErRxX

-- Four cancer researchers visited Buenos Aires

September 25-29 in unsuccessful attempt to obtain

release of jailed physicians and scientists as a

trade off for cancellation of Paris anti-cancer

Lfonferencg. , : _J
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-- Army intelligence prevares report on US human
rights policy, tools and steps taken by the USG to
impiement pOllC}

-- President Videla meets with Vice President Mondale
in Rome. Videla discusses denial of EXIM financing
for Yacyreta Hydroelesctric Project. Mondale discusses
importance of visit cf Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR;.

XXX ERE X I XXX XA L EER AR EX KR I ERXNIRISEXXXPXERSRESX

iﬁEHRxsixxxxisixxhﬁxiimixﬂﬁximxsxmﬂxxxijmﬁimiai
FICEEREIRRXEIXREXERNYIERERXIRXAXEEREIREAX

-- October 14 -- receral Criminal Appeals Court

issues first of a sErizns series of decisions ruliﬁg
illegal the detention of over a hundred PEN prisoners
due to the failure of the Executive to provide specific
- reasons for their detention under its state of siege
powers. Decision appealed and prisoners not released.
-- October 16 -- Argentine Foreign Ministry propbses
IACHR site visit be limited to study of judicial
~protection of human rights in Argentina.

-- All French single national prisoners under PEN and
serving criminal sentences expelled through effort

of Argentine Navy which purchased two sophisticated

L_French missileattack ships. - _J
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that US Consular O0fficlals would be permiziel =c
interview PEN prisomers applying for the right ci

option to leave Argentina.

-- 220 prisoners reported transferrec Irm Thirc
Corps to Villa Devoto and La Plats Pri: .- :. Forty
to sixty '"non-re€cognized prisoners"™ hel . . the

military reportedlv included ir group.

-- Thirty-nine men and women ''mon-recognized prisoners”

are also reported to have surfaced in Lz Piata

and Villa Devoto Prisons from detention cen:iers in
the First Corps area.

-- The Beagle crisis with Chile becomes critical.

-- Red Cross prison visit program suspendecd, and then reinstated
-~ Senior government officials publicly and privately

suggest that a large Christmas PEN priscner amnesty

l1ist will be forthcoming.

-- Navy sources report that Mechanics School detention

and interrogation facility to be closed. Navy seeks to resettle
wExpecexsome of the 80 trustys xeseixirxboutside

‘Argentina.

-- Federal police confiscate over a half million books

and pamphlets of the US Watchtower Society and sell _J

Uk
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the $100,000 worth of literature as waste paper.
-- December 22 -- officials at the Casa Rosada (the
Argentine White House) rteceived two human rights

delegations and promise a large Christmas amnesty,

reduction of sentences of persons sentenced by military

tribunals, end information regarding the whereabouts

of thé-”desaparecidos.”

-- mid-December+- Mothers of the Plaza de Mavo's Thursday
afternoon demonstration swelled to over a thousand and
become =xsx vocal.

-~ December 22 -- Ministry of Interior announces

the change of status of 252 PEN prisoners as a result

of the government's Christmas review. Included are

eight spaniards expelled as a goodwill gesture. for

the visit of the Spanish king and queen.

CASTRO

.
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