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1. At lncheon Jume 1 Minister Jumm Carlos Arlia, who is now
Foreign Ministry's deputy coordinator of foreign policy as
well as director of -the humen rights working group, sirprised
us by asserting that fxgex Argentine Goverrment agrees with
vhat Carter administration is atterpting to memwmpix accorplish
in the human rights area. Taking as point of departure his
conversations with hunan rights coon.mm.or Patricia Dexrian in
Ifx_«rch Arlia said that GOA tndarstood KX USu' was mterested

in pro:mtmg humen rlcrhts observence end solution to A_gantma s
terroriem and security problems in a cooperative and positive
marmer, rather than continuing the negative sanctions route
Arlia said that GOA was greatly disappointed when Assistant
Secretary Todman had to cancel his visit inasmuch as &
Argentines were locking forward to ini 1.atmg a'very :urportmt

dialogueon ,thls subject.
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1 2. Exboffs pointed out that time for dislogue was rapidly

slipping away as legislation was being considered in US Con-
gress which could iﬁpose further rigici cons’a:amts on US
pohcy Moreover, there were dec:.smns that USG had to make
with xz regard to loan proposals shortly coming be_fore inter-
national lending institutions and we were wnable to prom.de
any inforeation vhich could show significant irprovement in
the human rights situation in Argentina., We asked where and
when Arg:ntlnes would be prepared to initiate such a2 dlalome.
3. Arlia responded that bilateral d..scusa:.cns could begin at

Grenzda and continue thereafter.

v the FEE 0AS meeting in fxmraix/ Fore::.gn Minister Montes,
Grenada.

— oerseﬂvetary Allara and Arlia will attend frmendr/meeting
: " inftiatings important
and, said Arlia, they look forward to m;mmmﬁcls-
EESYIR cussions with Secretary Vance, Assistant Secretary
Todman snd other US officials on this medmidmedsdaizmix occasion.
firther
v 4. Arlia stated Softinx/ that. Argentines wished to have a full
and complete discussion with us which would get "tofbottcm" ,

of the issues involved. It was not ClEaI from ‘ch:i.s discussion

.as to what the Argentines wished to say on this subJect that

we hawv not heard before. Indeed, Arlia's comments were‘nn;aed

with familiar statements that Argentina needed more time to

‘sort itself out.and that the @ti-ﬁmgmw éfforﬁ will- con~
tinue regerdless of actions which US wmay take :Emeemdmﬂ{ )
W&Bmm%mommmdsmmmmmm




%vmvmm Oﬂy thmg new he mentioned--new
for him to adnn.t that is--was that there vere s sd-
positions subversion
Wﬂm} armed forces over ccmterm"szohcy
remgmg from President Videla's personal concerm and mderate
position to the determination "of the troops" to fight metdx
subversion in their own way x@m regardless of outr~ide
disapproval. Arlia also menticned Videla's framkness at
Caracas press ;ﬁonfer@_ce in i@li_citly recognizing that problem
of disappeérance casex at leaét in part is due to ?.xcésses-

on the part of Argentine security forces. Arlia seered to be

suggesting that US could play a constouctive role rather than

an exzcerbating one without defining what that role should

be. : : i ' .

5. We note from today's' press that ﬁconomy Minister Mertinez .
ée Hoz is reported to have made similar statement to Treasury
Szcretary Blumenthal to the effect that Axgentina'aé;;ees with
US huwen rights policy. At this writing we do not kncw how

deep this new postize goes and what 3% it really means.

6. The one positive develorment we can point to on the human
d.(,h_s front is the reports we a_re receiving with respect to
a rew policy for treating. terronsts vho give themselv-"s wp

and who do not: have blood cn the:tr hands
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fo* bleateral discussions at OASGA reet*ng. Should
+o Foncfif
Dept agree to bilaterals, we w1ll gojharkxxﬂxRxXXﬁf'

and press for further details on points which

Argentines‘are preparea to discuss inrthese talks, \ - :
and what results might flow from them.

8. Argentlne proposal for dlalogue could be s° llborn

if USG rorced to vote agalnct loans to ‘GOA’ sche uled

for consxderatlon in IFIs in next two weeks. While-

we are not optimistic that significant results can

be achieved from dialogue, or even that GOA has clear

idea of what it is proposing, we'do'strongly urge that evéry

opportunity to influence situation here be fully explored

before USG resorts to JXKKK ultimate sanctlon of negaelve

could '
vote in IFI. This/¥%3H be ouportunlty to demonstrate

. ersuasion
that Q:XELHLZRF with the thr eat of sanction is far more

effective than imposition of sanction ltself. If

dialogue proves unproductive, time lost would not be
toc high a price to pay.
9, Department's comments reguested soonest.
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