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ptetus of the Condor II Hallistie Mizsile Pregram

Bummary

Argentina’s President Menen appears commitied ta terninating
the condor IT shori-range ballistic missile progran, at least iz
part te fulfill one of Washington's requirements for impreving
bilataral ralations. Menem is aware of residual opposition to
this reversal amcnoy some hationallsts and high-ranking Air Force
cfficers and 1s seeking USf agssistance to redirect Condor IX '
resources to peaceful vssF. Buencs Alras probably Judges that
developnent of sounding rockels and satelliite lsanch vehicles
would ba legitipate wsas of Condor II resources. Washington,
however, har indicoted that such projucks wanld cmet doubt cn
ﬁ;gnitina's commitment £0 Forgo developwsent of ballistic

sglics, '

—

EBackgromnad

. I'n the early 1980s; Argantina, in cooperation withf
| J¢ consortium of aeveral| pﬂmpaniEET_ﬁﬁﬁgn
eveloping a short~range balliztle  nidsile mhewn as Cendor IX.
The project was intended to provide the Arqgentine Alr Fares with
a significant strike capability, encourage tochnological advances

in weapons and spage development, enhance Argentina's
intermetional prestigs, and generate export revenue.

-~ pevelopment of Condor II advancad steadily from 1584

te 1988, ax the Argentines, [

cigcunstruuteé oritical missile
pTSINCtion facilities and completed many of the
missile's major subcompenanta,

== purimg this period, some Condar IT ralated
equipnent, such as tools fox cacsting and testing
rocket motorz, way have been exported from Avoehtina

|:] and then pressd on o Irag.

= Since then, howevar, progress on the Condor II has
been stymied by technical difficglties, funding
shertfalls, and intermational serutiny, as the

CL BY: | _
DECL: [iF)

PERY: MOLYIPLE




X

United Statee and ite partoncrs in the #lssile
Technoloqy Contrel Regime (MTCR} worked ta cpt ofrs
thae flow cf wital nissile technology

L. 1

The Manam Adminiatratlom’s Poliay on Qonflor IX

Fresident Menex has played a crucial role in bringing the

Candor IL program to a virtual standstill. Aware that absandoning
the project would be critipal to Improving relations with
Washington, he began moving deliberately to terminzate the program

carly in his adninistystion.

-— In AUgQUSt 1950, Mener signed a| | decree
canceling contracts with the consortium of
L firms that was managing development & a
pigsile for the Argentines. At the same time, bs

directed then Defaense Minigter Humberto Romero to
shut down the prnject,l "_1

«= In Jamiary 1991, Buenos Aires hosted a multl-agancy
toam of US experts that in=pected various Pacilities
azgociated with the
Condor IX.

-= In May, Mepsmn issvued a decree transferring contrel
of all remaining Ceondor IT facilitles and eompsnente
to a nevly created, civilian run Hational Commission
fax sSpacae hetivitien '

—_

‘== Henem 2lso announced his governmant's dasira to
engage in dizcussions aimed at securing for
Argentina full memkerehip in the KTCR.

f I

We belisve Menem is committed to elosing down the program

and getting Argentina out of the mis=ile busine=e,
Ha kEnows that sone nationaliste and high-ranking Rir Force
officerz are strongly opposed to following that course, and

therafore pelieves he nust move carvfully to aveld sparking open

hostility that might strain eivil-military reiations.

—— The Condor prograx has baan managed from the start
by a small group of ssnlar Alr Force persormel who
alsc have financial stakes in its auccesa. Sonme of
these individualsd -

sisl

h €hair eofforts To Keep the project alival az one .
tactic, they are seeking foreign financing for
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continued work on tha missilﬂ[; _ ' :]

— Spme Aly Force ocfficiale reportedly have alsd
recently atiempted to arrange the transfer of Conder
IT tachnolegy to gountries such as Libya and Ngypt.
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Peexiny U5 TechnithI Atsiptanoe

Menem and his team have sougbt Washington'a a&a Iim T
redirecting Comdar II résources to peaceful uses, sSuch ag sSpice-
related projocts. They view this as an important means for
overconing opposition to can:uling the pregram.

—« Henonm hnlinves he mast conpengakte the mllitary for
the years of aerospace research that went inte the
development of the Condor II,
-

== Moreover, he probably alsc has lingering doubts
apout the government's ability to manitor Air Force
afficers' compliance with terpination of the

. project. Re may ealoulate that &ngaqing then in
. peaceful projects could preclude Alr Force personnel
fram becoming invelved in a rogue program. | ;_::j

The govarnment recognizas that joint asrospace cosparaticn
with the United States will hinge on convincing Washington that
remnanteg ¢f the Condor II project, such aa already-conplatad
nizzile components, will not be used for millitary purposen.

‘-~ Dmfenge Mimister Gonzalezr ordered the Air Porce 1n
May to prepare a complete ioventory of - all comdor IT

copponents and facilities. [

jthi= will enmable CONAE to determine which
Ffacilitles and compohents oan ba used for peaceful
purpocses and which are applicable =olely to
ballietic missila developmant ahd, therefore, should
be destroyed.

== Tha governmaht probably coapnsiders the developnept of
svunding rocketa and satellite lavnel vehiclaeg as a
lagitimata vuse of Condor ITI raasurcas. Tha
Pragidant of CONAE stated publicly in late Auquat
that the Commission would study the possibility of
working with Erazil and Medice to beild & sate]lite
launch vehicla exclusively for pesaceful purposes,
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-~ The 05| ;hﬂwever, bas indicated o Buencs
Bires evelopmant of & sugth & system would
congtitute & prolifaration risk and cast doubt on

Argentina’s atated intention to forgn development of
ballistic miasiles.
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Two short-range ballistic missiles (SEBMs} are
ppder deavelopment in Argentina—iie Alncray (Con-

Argontna does not have an operationa! ballistie dar T), & surfare-to-curfoce vorsion of tha Alaeras
raicsila but has the faeilities to produce missiles _munl:liug mchE& and the Cender IF,- 5 _
indig:gnmzsly._ | . I —— [
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